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who have been actively engaged in violence
have been boys and young men under twen-
ty years of age, and not at all subject to the
Conscription....

Tt doubtless is true that the Gonscrip-
tion, or rather its preliminary process,
furnished the occasion for the outbreak.
This was so, simply because it was the most
plausible pretext for commencing open
defiance. But it will be a fatal mistake to
assume that this pretext has but to be re-
moved to restore quiet and contentment.
Even if it be allowed that this might have
been true at the outset, it is completely
false now. A mob, even though it may start
on a single incentive, never sustains itself
for any time whatever on any one stimu-
lant. With every hour it lives, it gathers new
passions, and dashes after new objects. If

you undertake to negotiate with it, you find
that what it raved for yesterday, it has no
concern for to-day. It is as inconstant as it
is headstrong....

You may as well reason with the wolves of
the forest as with these men in their present
mood. It is quixotic and suicidal to attempt
it. The duties of the executive officers of this
State and City are not to debate, or negoti-
ate, or supplicate, but to execute the laws.
To execute means to enforce by authority.
This is their only official business. Let it be
promptly and sternly entered upon with all
the means now available, and it cannot fail of
being carried through to an overwhelming
triumph of public order. It may cost blood
— much of it perhaps; but it will be a lesson
to the public enemies, whom we always have
and must have in our midst, that will last for
a generation. Justice and mercy, this time,
unite in the same behest: Give them grape,

and plenty of it. &
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messenger brought information to the
enth regiment Armory, at 6 o'clock last
ening, that the mob was in great strength
| the First-avenue, between Eighteenth
nd Nineteenth streets, apparently orga-
izing, preparatory to moving upon a ma-
auding expedition. Col. [Cleveland] WIN-
) OW, of the [New York] Fifth regiment,
(Duryea Zouaves,) then in command at the
Armory, immediately ordered a detach-
‘ment of volunteers under arms, consisting
zﬁf three companies, comprising an aggre-
jfEate of 150 men, and a battery of two how-
itzers. Placing himself at the head of this

force, ... Col. WINSLOW led his command
at the double quick to the scene of the dis-
turbance. Passing down Nineteenth-street,
the howitzers were brought into position,
promptly unlimbered, and trained up and
down the First-avenue, while the infantry
formed in line to support them. The local-
ity abounds in tenement-houses, where
the class of persons live of which the mob
is composed, and into these buildings the
mass of the rioters took refuge on the ap-
pearance of the soldiers. From the roof and
windows of every house the mob at once
opened an attack, delivering a brisk and
persistent fire upon the military of mus-
ketry and pistols, as wellas avolley of bricks
and other missiles. To this assault the sol-
diers replied, and the howitzers raked the
avenue up and down with canister, of which
ten rounds were discharged. It is estimated
that this fire killed as many as thirty per-
sons, and the effect was a partial dispersion
of the rioters, although some of the more
bold among them lurked behind the cor-

ners of the buildings, whence they would
sally out, discharge their guns, and again
go to cover....

About 11 o'clock the riot in Nineteenth-
street and First-avenue was renewed. Gapt.
PUTNAM and Capt. SHELBY, of the United
States army, with two field pieces and 150
men, repaired to the scene. They were as-
saulted with stones and brickbats from the
tops of houses and from windows. They fired
upon the mob and cleared the streets. The
brickbats came so thick from the houses
that it became necessary to give the order to
turn the fire on the buildings. Five rounds
of grapeshot were fired, with destructive ef-
fect. It is impossible at this late hour to give
the number killed." The troops remained on
the ground until 12 1/2 o'clock, at which time
perfect quiet reigned in the neighborhood. @




